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ﬂ INTRODUCTION TO REVELATION

* The Book of Revelation has 22 chapters, 404 verses and 12,000 words

* It was more than likely the last book of the Bible that was written

* |t was written by John while on the ésbf Patmogwas banished there Chap. 1 vs 9)

* |t was probably written during the reign of the Roman Emperor Domitian who commanded
that everyone worship him as God. Of course, the Christians refused and were punished
severely for their decisioto follow Christ.

* It was written somewhere around 90 to 96 a.d.

* It is The Revelation Of St. John The Devin
book is Jesus Christ (verse 1)
* The word ARevelationod Iintéehel Lpat maameainanA

In Daniel 12:4 Daniel is commanded to shut up the book and seal it but John in Rev. 22:10 is
commanded to unveil it.

There are four different viewpoints to approaching the book of Revelation

1) Preteridi teaches Revelation has alreatyurred in 1 century except for the"2advent and
the judgments.This was derived by a Jesuit priest named Alcasar in 1613. He taught that the
book of Revelation was simply a history of the diotg between the early church with
Judaism and paganism.

2) Historicab teaches Revelation outlines the course of higtmy the church age beginning
with the apostleand culminating with the return of Christ. A Roman Catholic scholaedam
Joachim is responsible for this train of thought. This is the teaching that the church will usher
in the Kingdom of Christ.

3) Spiritualallegorical/norliterald Nothing in the book is literal and should be applied
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spiritually only. This approach owes its conception to the Alexandrian School of Theology.
(Remember this is the area that all of the corrupt manuscripts came from) Clement of
Alexandria and Origin taught their students to not take the book of Revelatrahitite
any context.

4) Futurisd The book is prophecy and chapter 4 on will occur after the rapture of the church.

** \We as Bible believing Baptists approach the book of Revelation from the futurist viewpoint.

Contrast Between Genesis f1Book) & Revelation (Last Book)

Genesis Revelation

The entrance of sin (Gen. 3) The end of sin (Rev. 22:3)

The dawn of Satan (Gen. 3) The doom of Satan (Rev. 20:10)

The entrance of death (Gen. 5:5) Theexit of death (Rev. 20:14)

The Tree of Life is taken away (Gen. 3:24) The Tree of Life is regained (Rev. 22:2)
The beginning of prophecy (Gen. 3:15) The completion of prophecy (Rev. 22)

Why study the book of Revelation and prophecy?

1) Because it is part of the Bible.Over % of the Bible deals with prophecy. The New
Testament is 21.5% propheclsod 6s prophecies are sure and t

2Pe 1:19 We have alsomore sure word of prophecywhereunto ye do well that ye take
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise
in your hearts:

2) Because prophecy proves the accuracy of the Bibl&he Old Testament prophecies about
Jesus Christ came 100% to pass. The Bible foretold of where He would be born
(Bethlehem), where He woube taken to escape Herod (Egypt), where he would be raised
(Nazareth), how He would be betrayed (30 pieces of silver/by a friend}l@ovould die
(Crucifixion) etc. The statistical chances of all of these prophecies being fulfilled
by Jesus is a staggeringd@vhich is 1 chance out of 10 with 147 zeros behind it.




Isa 42:9 Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do | deefare:
they spring forth | tell you of them.

Isa 46:8 Remember this, and shew yourselves men: ibraggin to mind, O ye

transgressors.

Isa 46:9 Remember the former things of old: famiGod, andhere isnone else| amGod,
andthere isnone like me,

Isa 46:10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient timge thingsthat

are notyetdone saying, My counsel shall std, and | will do all my pleasure:

Isa 46:11 Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel from a
far country: yea] have spokerit, | will also bring it to pass; | have purposat | will also

do it.

One can stand rest assured that if God has said it is going to transpire that it will come to
pass.

3) Prophecy helps us understand the time in which we liveProphecy should motivate us to
use our time wisely while also giving us an understandfrwghy our society is in its current
declining moral position.

Eph 5:16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

1Ti 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

1Jn 2:18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come,
even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.

4) It gives the Christian something to look forward to and gives the sinneosething to
thinkabout. The born again Christian has hope that
Prophecy gives the Christian hope to face tomorrow in that the Christian realizes that the
trumpet could sound at any moment. On the other hand, exgndhtest scoffer has to pose
the question, AWhat if?0. I f the Bible is t
to wrestle and struggle with the facts of the future.

1Th 4:13 But | would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concetimémy which are

asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.

1Th 4:14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in
Jesus will God bring with him.

1Th 4:15 For this we say unto you by the worthefLord, that we which are aliand

remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.

1Th 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and thead in Christ shall rise first:

1Th 4:17 Then we which are alimadremain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

1Th 4:18 Wherefore comfort one another with theselsvo
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5)

6)

Rev 20:15And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of
fire.

Proves that God is still on the throne and no matter what man does God will prevail and
His Word will never fail. Humanistic thoughts andeas permeate our culture today yet
God is still in control. For some reason man believes that he can right this world without

Goddés help and that God is simply an afterth

nothing to ensur e onteé& completedfulfidnent.GihheddaydobJessisn 6 t
Christ is coming and man can do nothing to stop it.

Php 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will
performit until the day of Jesus Christ:

Prophecy praluces stability and removes fear of certain eventghile motivating us to

live for Christ in purity . Bible prophecy states very clearly how this world will end. That is
why we should not fear the possibility of a nuclear holocaust tomorrow. That isevhy

should not fear that an asteroid will zoom toward the earth and destroy it metmahty

bl ow. When you hear doomsday stories on
world ending that way. The rapture of the church will take place longdefoy worldwide
catastrophic events unfold. If you are truly a Bible believer, you are also going to live a pure
and holy life because you know that Jesus could return for his bride at any moment and you
had better be ready to meet him.

1Co 15:52 Ina moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

1Co 15:53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this montadtput on
immortality.

1Co 15:54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall
have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is
swallowed up in victory.

2Th 2:2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word,
nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.

Php 4:5 Let your moderation be known unto all men. The isatlhand.

Tit 2:12 Teaching sithat, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world;

Tit 2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ;

1Jn 3:3 And evergnan that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.
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7)

8)

9)

Prophecy motivates the Christian to do more for Christ and propagate the Gospel.
Prophecy helps the Christian to realize that the time is drawing short. Jesus could return at
any time and many Christians have family and friends that would be left behind when that
transpires. Prophecy is a much needed wake up call.

Heb 9:26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now
once in the end of theorld hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.
Heb 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:

Prophecy motivates Christians to live a Christ honoring life around their family and

friends. There is no time for hypocrisy as the church age is quickly coming to a close.
Prophecy motivates Christians to do what is right around others. Realizing the accuracy of
Biblical prophecy will cause Christians to stop dabbling in the world.

Rom 13:11 And that, knowing the time, that mawhigh time to awake out of sleep: for
nowis our salvation nearer than when we believed.

Rom 13:12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of
darkness, and lats put on the armour of light.

Rom 13:13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in
chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.

Rom 13:14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision festhedfulfil

the lustghereof

2Pe 3:11 Seeinghenthatall these things shall be dissolved, what maroigrersonught
ye to be irall holy conversation and godliness,

Knowing and accurately dividing Bible prophecy will allow a Christian to effectively

answer questions from others concerning doctrinal heresyMany of todayds cu
their bad doctrine from not r i ghstWitnessesi vi di ng
are a prime example. Their organization has predicted the end of the world and the return of
Christ but has been wrong on many occasions. Knowing your Bible prophecy will better

equip you to deal with these individuals and help themtudim®t t r ut h of Goddés \

2Pe 3:16 As also in aliis epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some
things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wtésly de
also the other scriptures, unto their own destian.

1Pe 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: hadeady always tgivean answer
to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

1Th 5:4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that dayldlovertake you as a thief.

1Th 5:5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night,
nor of darkness.

1Th 5:6 Therefore let us not sleep,dasothers; but let us watch and be sober.




10) Prophecy gives the Christian a greater appreciation and love for their SavioufThe
Christian has never seen his/her Saviour face to face. But Bible prophecy gives the Christian
that assurance that one day he/she will accomplish that feat.

2Ti 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that
love his appearing.

1Pe 1:8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, thougtyasedim not, yet believing,
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:

Terminology and Doctrinal Points

We wi | | be discussing a few Aologieso in this

Angelologyd The study of angels.

Eschatolog$ The study of end timevents.

Theology The study of God.

Soteriology The study of the redemptive work of Christ.
Ecclesiology The study of the church.

Each one of these fAologieso wildl be visited a

As a doctrinal point, | must make the statement that upon completion of this study those of you
who have studied the book of Revelation will no doubt eventually disagree with one or many
of my expository statements concerning interpretation of Scripithrat is fine. My
challenge to you is that each and every one of you will keep your hearts and minds in tune
with the Holy Spirit and hear the complete exposition before drawing any conclusions. |
dondt claim to have all ntJervesaisReeelton.and t o Db
However, | will make it a point to present verses from every viewpoint and angle and allow
the Holy Spirit to guide you to the truth. This class is not being given to divide but yet to
create unity between the brethreninknong t hat Goddés Word i s true
Revelation is highly controversial, it is still worthy of our attention and study. | hope upon
completion of this class that we all have a better understanding of end time events.




ﬂ REVELATION CHAPTER 1 1

Rev 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his
servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signifietyy his

angel unto his servant John:
Rev 1:2 Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of

all things that he saw.
Rev 1:3 Blesseds he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep

those things which are written therein: for the timeis at hand.

*Revel ation means fAunveilingo. | mmedi ately w
Jesus Christ.
**Notice the progression of the fAun\voedachn ngo.
find Scriptural examples of this in John 3:38; 5:2024; 7:16; 8:28; 12:49; 14:10,24;
16:15 & 17:8) God the Son gives it to an angel. The angel gives it to John. John gives it to
the church. Every transaction took place without the loss of content or medmyngassing
information thru several individuals and see if the message is diluted. God can do all things
perfectly.
*Rev. 1:1 states ficlhhimegs owlpiasls omust fshhortyl wer
then they are even closer in ours. This actually means that when they do come to pass they
will come suddenlyWe know that the Lord is longsuffering (2 Pet. 3:9; 1 Pet. 3:20) yet when
His decision for action is made it is carried out quickly (Luke 18:8; Acts 12:7; 22:18; 25:4;
Rom. 16:20; Rev. 2:16; Rev. 3:11; Rev. 22:7 & 12).
* Rev. 1:1 also shows that John called himself the servant of Christ. Many Christians would
have taken this opportunity to give themselves an elaborate title in order to get glory for
themselves (3 Jn L:®Rom. 16:18, yet John reminds us hear that we are to be humble and
give God thaylory He deservefCol. 1:18 Isa. 42:8). WeareClhrst 6 s servants (1
* Rev. 1:2 John tells us that he gives eyewitness testimony that Jesus Christ is who He claims to
be. There were many eyewitnesses that solidified the fact that Jesus rose from the dead.
(1 Cor. 15:48; Luke 24:1331; John 20:2527)
* Rev. 1:3 gives the promise that there is a special blessing to all that read and study the book of
Revelation. Re\.:3 also gives the requirement for receiving this special blessing:
1) Read You must read the Word of God
2) Hear the wordd Hear means to take it in. Just reading is not enough. One
must not ignore the words of God. 8 t
| et hi m el eBasrthé numiser ofissnew beginning in Scripture.
Anyone that will place their pride on the side and listen to the Word of God
can experience their own new beginning.




3) Keep those things which are writéeWVe must apply the words of God to our

l i ves. Reading and hearing are not en

learned to your daily living. (James 1:25%; Matt. 7:2627)

Rev. 1:48

Rev 1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grabeunto you, and peace, from

him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and frorthe seven Spirits which
are before his throne;

Rev 1:5 And from Jesus Christwho isthe faithful witness, and the first begotten of the

dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us
from our sins in his own blood,

Rev 1:6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to hibeglory and

dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Rev 1.7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and thEspwhich

pierced him: and all kindreds of the eart shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

Rev 1:8 | am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is,

*

and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.

I n Rev. 1:4 we first seeetalce ésval utNeottiiacre it &
Bi bl e figraceo wil | (1aHess.dy;Ronp L:2etcdRahe 5:1ftgllseua c e 0
that we are Ajustifiedod and then we obtain 0
God is applied to your life.

In Rev. 1:4we are also given the eternal nature of God. God has always been. This is

i mpossible for our finite minds to grasp. C
sometmeRead | sa. 44: 6. God says that there is
ittle Agodso (Psm. 95:3) but no one and onl
greater detail later in this study.

We also see in Rev. 1:4 the mention of #fth

Spirits as being charaet traits associated with the Holy Spirit. See Ek2. All of these
attributes are listed as being the spirit of the Lord, wisdom, understanding, counsel, might,
knowledge and fear of the Lord.

I n Rev. 1:5 we f i ordesus@heist.tWe td Christiafisahouldh f ul  wi
follow Christdés faithfulness in all that we
Even though Jesus knew the suffering He would endure, He was still faithful to the cross.

As a fAwitneaHBidwitness iskrmedw. 5:83R). Jesus is the truth (Jn. 14:6).
I n Rev. 1:5 we find the statement fdand the

first to rise from the dead with a resurrected bo@hrist is the firstfruits from the dead
(1 Cor. 15:2024) This leads us to an important truth surrounding the resurrection. There is
afirst resurrection and a second resurrectiame to life and another to damnation
(John 5:28,29; Dan 2:2). The first resurrection is comprised e¥eryonesaved and is in
three parts:
1) First fruit®d These are the Old Testament dead saints (Matt. 29352
2) Harvesd These are the church age saints (1 Thess.-4714
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1 Cor. 15:5154)
3) Gleaning8 The tribulation saints (Rev. 203 Rev. 7:1314)
The second resurrection is where the dead of all the ages will stand before the Great White

Throne Judgmer(Rev 20:1115).
* I n Rev. 1: 5
us from our

w e

fi

nd

reference
S i nEhe anlg waly angoneomitl escapd tloe avechth of God in

to the

Revelation is by being covered with the blood of Christ (1 Pet-19180hn 3:18; Eph. 5:6;

Col. 1:14; Heb. 9:1214).

* In Rev. 1:6 we find the stateméntA n d

Fathero .
(AGod and hi s

hat h

made us kings an

Fi r st , versehprogng the deity ofddsus €hrist and that He is God
Fat her o) .
child of God you are already royalty (1 John 3:2; Rev. 5:10; Titus 3:7; Gal. 3:29; Rom. 8:17).

Second, we sSsee

redem

d

* In Rev. 1:7 we find a tribulational reference. Keep in mind that when Jesus comes for His
bride (the church) we will go to Him and not every eye shall see Him. We will not see Him
coming in the cloudbecause we are listening for a trumpetdr. 15:52) not looking for
Jesus in the cloudsThis is a reference to the Jews seeing Him and accepting Him as their
Messiah in the tribulation at thé@advent. (Zech. 12:10; Matt. 24:30; Mark 13:26; Luke

21:27, Matt. 26:64

*InRev.2 8 we find

t hat

Jesus

i s the

God starts he finishesspecially in relation to our salvation (Phil.6;:Ezek. 12:25).

WHAT BEGAN IN GENESIS WILL END IN REVELATION

3:176 The Ground Is Cursed
3:170 Daily Sorrow

3:180 Thorns & thistles

3:190 Death returns us to dust
3:150 Satan opposing

3:249 Mankept from the tree of life
3:230 Banished from the Garden
1:40 Division of light and darkness
1:100 Division of land and sea
1:160 Sun and mao created

2:8-90 Man in a prepared garden
2:120 Gold in the land

3:150 Redeemer is promised

1,

22:30 No more curse

21:46 No more sorrow

21:40 No more pain

21:48 No more death

20:100 Satan banished

22:140 Man given access to the tree
22140 Fr ee entry i
21:255 No more night

21:10 No more sea

21:230 No need of sun and moon
21:20 Man in a prepared city
21:218 Gold in the city

iAAl phao

nt o

5:9-100 Redemption is accomplished

proi

n t

(becg

Go



Rev 1:9 | John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in
the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos,
for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.

Rev 1:10 | was in the Spirit on t he Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice,
as of a trumpet,

Rev 1:11 Saying, | am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou
seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia;
unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and
unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.

I n Rev. 1:9 John tells us that he is their fAcompa
to someone el seds pr obl e msurselfes (@or. h:&7A).8Nee x per i enc e
should always hurt and have compassion on other Christians who are suffering (1 Cor.

12:26). If you live for Jesus Christ in a world that hates Him, you are going to suffer
persecution in one form or another (Phil. 1:29; 1 Thess. 3:4; 2 Thess. 1:5; 1 Tim. 4:10;
2 Tim. 2:12; 2 Tim. 3:12; John 15:8). Not everyone is going to have good things to say
about you and that is Biblical (Luke 6:26). Verse 9 tells us very clearly that John was
banished to the isle of Patmos for not forsaking Christ and His Word.

I n Rev. 1:10 we find that John was fAin the Spirit
and is the Christian to worship the Lord on Saturday instead of Sunday. Just a few points
to be made abou®abkath)e Lorddés day
1) The Sabbath was a sign to Israel, not the church (Neh. 9:14; Ex. 31:13-17)

2) The ceremonial law was fulfilled in Christ (Matt. 5:17; Rom. 10:4; Acts 13:29 & 39;
Col. 2:14-17)
3) The apostles met for worship & collecting of tithes & offerings on Sunday.
(Eph. 2:20; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2)
4) Christ redeemed us from the law (Gal. 3:13, 5:1; Rom 14:5-6)
5) The first day was made holy before the 7t day (Ex. 12:15-16; Neh. 9:13-14)
6) Sabbath means Hebedyt 06 not fAworshipo (
7) Sunday is resurrection day, a new beginning (Jn 20:1, 19 & 26)
8) Neither Jesus nor any of the apostles commanded the church to worship on the Sabbath

In Rev. 1:11we again see Jesus making known He is the beginning and the end. All seven d
the churches that are to receive the book are listed. We will be covering each of these
churches in detail in a future study. Every modern day church can relate in some form or
another to the 7 churches of Revelation.
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Rev 1:12 And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, | saw
seven golden candlesticks;

Rev 1:13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man,
clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden
girdle.

Rev 1:14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his
eyes were as a flame of fire;

Rev 1:15 And his feet like u  nto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his
voice as the sound of many waters.

Rev 1:16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a

sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his
strength.
Here in these verses we see the deified Jesus Chr
This is not the Al amb of Godd but the #ALion of t
Rev. 1:12 mentions the fiseven gol den thebookda$ est i cks
the seven churches. We will discuss this in more detail shortly.
Rev. 1:13 states that John sees Aone | i ke unto th

His earthly form and was one of the disciples that he took to the mountain and w as
transfigured before them into His deified state (Mark 9:1 -7). Here John immediately states
that this deified being speaking with Him resembles the earthly Jesus that he spent time

with.
I'n Rev. 1:13 it is stated t hm@atothedat, dndgirtfalboutthe hed wi t
paps with a golden girdl eo. This is a descripti

high priestds robe was designed for glory and be
as the judge and priest (Heb. 4:14; John 5:22).

Rev. 1:14 continues the description of Christods d
white | ike wool, as whi t e7waseethatHiswaimentwa&gai n i n Me
changed to white when He was transfigured before the discipl es. White represents purity
and holiness while His white hair represents wisdom (an attribute of Christ & Proverbs
chapter 8) Dan. 7:9 also gives this description of God. 1 Jn. 3:5 tells us that there is no sin
in Him. Jesus is pure.

Rev.1l:14 alsostats t hat @Ahis eyes were as a flame of firebo
righteousness and divine judgment upon all that is impure. There is nothing hidden from
the eyes of the Lord. (1 Cor. 4:5; 1 Cor. 3:13; Eccl. 12:14; Rom. 2:16; Heb. 4:13; Psm. 19:6;

Psm. 11:4; Prov. 15:3)

Rev. 1:15 speaks of his Afeet | i ke unto fine bras
Chap 27 shows that the instruments, altar etc. used in the sacrifices were covered in brass.

The sacrifice represented judgment on that animal as a substitute for the sins of the people
Dan. 10:6 also gives this description of the Lord.

Al so in Rev. 1:15 we are told that His voice is i
that when God has something to say He will be heard (Ezek. 10:5; Psm. 29:3-9; Psm.
68:33; John 12:29). B u boisterous, He damstillspebk s@tly dnd s v o i C €
tenderly to our hearts (1 Kings 19:12; Luke 24:32; John 6:63)

Rev. 1:16 speaks of the fAiseven starso. These wil
seven churches. One comment about angels in that many scholars teach that angel is a
Amessengero. Whil e some angel s di R21:1b) iKeeg me s s ac

e
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in mind that the Hebrew word angel can also mean ambassador, king, prophet, priest or

teacher . I n the O.T. we find that many ti mes Je
t he Lor do-13(Bx812-6). 16 both of these examples onewill notice that eventually

the Angel of the Lord is addressed as being God

used doesndt mean that Jesus is a created being.
of f base. Wi t h JefisAunsgée It iotfl et hien Ltohred 6O .wle. soefe t ha
fambassador o, Akingo, Aprophet o0, ipriesto, i me s s
up in one. See Acts 27:23 as well.

Rev. 1:16 we also find that fAout of @i s mouth
obvious reference to His being the Word of God. (Heb. 4:12; John 1:1 & 14)

Rev. 1:17 we find that fhis countenance was as

light (John 8:12). The Bible says He is the sun of righteousness (Mal. 4:2). The Bible also
teaches that Jesus will destroy His enemies with the brightness of His coming (2 Thess.
2:8). Saul (Paul) saw this light on the road to Damascus and was blinded (Acts 9:3 -7).
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Rev 1:17 And when | saw him, | fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand
upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; | am the first and the last:

Rev 1:18 | am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am alive for evermore,
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.

Rev 1:19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the
things which shall be hereafter;

Rev 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and

the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven
churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven
churches.
Il n Rev. 1: 17 we see that John dfell at his feet a

many in the Bible as in the case o Abraham (Gen. 17:3), Manoah (Judges 13:20), Ezekiel
(Ezek. 3:23; 43:3; 44:4), Daniel (Dan. 8:17; 10:8-9, 1517), and the disciples on the mount
of transfiguration (Matt. 17:6) . Those who didr
immediate self judgment and fear as in the case of Gideon (Judges 6:2223), Job (Job 42:5-
6), Isaiah (Isa. 6:5), Zacharias (Luke 1:12) and Peter (Luke 5:8).
In Rev. 1:18 we see that Jesus lets it be known that He is in control of it all. He is currently
alive and provesHisdeit y by stating He fiwas deado. He make
wi || never die again. He al qlsa.48:12a.tThismakes am t he
the statement Jesus makes in Mark 9:35 very clear. Jesus is first because He became
servant to all by His obedient death on the cross (Phil. 2:8; Heb. 5:8; Heb. 2:9) . Jesus
made it clear while on earth t lomlehovdeGodtisat t he gr ecé
spoke with Abraham (John 8:56 -59, John 5:16-18). Jesus is God in the flesh revealed to
mankind (John 1:1; John 1:14; 1 John 5:7; 1 John 5:20; Isa. 9:6; Acts 20:28; Rev.
22:13&16; Luke 8:39; Matt. 2:21-23). In Hebrews 1:8 we see that God the Father calls
Jesus God. In Isaiah 46:18, 21 & 23 we see statements about Jehovah God that can onlybe
speaking of Jesus Christ. Jehovah God states t
el sed (LColJehdvdlt)states He is fAa just God and a
Jehovah states that Aunto me evesrwe akrnde ¢ Rsohma | |1 4h:c
11). These are all statements made by Jehovah God about Himself that the New Testament
reveals as being Jesus Christ. The Old Testament also states in Isaiah 33:22 that the
LORD (Jehovah) will judge. Who does the Bible teach will ju dge? (2 Cor. 5:10; John 5:22 &
27; 2 Tim. 4:1) Jesus and Jehovah are one in the same.
I n Rev. 1:18 we are told that He has At he keys of
no fear of hell and no fear of death as our master is in control of both of them (Rom. 5:9; 1
Thess. 1:10; 1 Cor. 15:55).1t did take His own blood to purchase these keys as they were
not free (Heb. 2:14-15).
In Rev. 1:19 John is commanded to write down what the Lord is about to show him. What
John is about to experience would drive the average Christian crazy. Just imagine being
plucked out of your current location and being transported 2,000 years into the future and
being told, ANow writelo
Rev. 1:20 defines the seven starsas being the angels of the seven churches ad the seven
candlesticks as being the churches. Some scholars teach that these angels are simply the
pastors of the churches. Others believe that these were spiritual beings placed over these
churches for protection (Matt. 18:10; Psm. 34:7; Psm. 91:11; H eb. 1:1314). It could be
either one of these scenarios but | personally lean toward the idea that God had a special

I.
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angelic protection placed on these churches due to the persecution they were facing. Heb.
13:2 makes it clear that we do encounter those beings from the spiritual realm.

One more point to be made here. If a candlestick represents the church (Rev. 1:20) and a
candle represents an individual Christian (Matt. 5:15; Mark 4:21; Luke 8:16 & Luke 11:33 -
36), then where should the candle reside? The answer is in the candlestick. The individual
Christianés place is within the | ocal church.
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ﬂ REVELATION CHAPTER 2

@Seven ChurcD

Each one of the seven churches we are going to study can bapplied in three different areas:

1) Historically 8 They were literal churches that existed during the time that John wrote.

2) Propheticallyd They represent 7 stages of the church age in which we now live. (Roughly
2,000 years)

3) Spiritually & All 7 churches have spiritual characteristics that exist in churches today and/or
individual Christians today.

The Church At Ephesus>

Rev 2:1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that
holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven
golden candlesticks;

Rev 2:2 | know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou can st
not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are
apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:

Rev 2:3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured,
and hast not fainted.

Rev 2:4 Nevertheless| have somewhat againstthee, because thou hast left thy first
love.

Rev 2:5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the
first works; or else | will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy
candlestick out of his place, excep t thou repent.

Rev 2:6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which |

also hate.
Rev 2:7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;
To him that overcometh will | give to eat of the tree of lif e, which is in the midst

of the paradise of God.
We begin in Chapter 2 with the 1stof the 7 churches Ephesus means fdesirabl eod.

* This is the only one of the seven churches to
this portion of the church age covered a span from Pentecost to approximately 100 A.D.
This would be the end of the apostles for the church age and the end of the apostolic signs
as well (1 Cor. 1:22; 2 Tim. 4:20; 1 Cor. 13:8-10). We now have the perfect Word of God
and have no need for signs. Salvation with a changed life is all the sign anyone needs
today (Gal. 6:15; 2 Cor. 5:17)

* Ephesus was the center of Diana worship. This was a very perverse worship which
incorporated prostitution within the temple for sexual worship.
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INnRev.22we find the statement that wild.l precede each
d o e s ratfet whanspiritual front a church or an individual puts forth, God still knows
their hearts (Jer. 17:10). God knows the works of churches and individuals and you cannot
hide your true intent from Him (Jer. 32:19; Psm. 62:12; Matt. 16:27; Matt. 10:26; Lu ke
8:17; Luke 12:2; Isa. 30:1; Num. 32:23; 1 Cor. 4:5; Matt. 12:36; Eccl. 12:14; Rom. 2:16).

Al so in Rev. 2:2 we find that He al so knows At hy
classifying church members in 3 categories:

1) The Shirkers-who do nothing. They let others do the work and giving.

2) The Jerkersd they start out on fire, give a jerk or two, and then run out of gas
spiritually. They become indifferent and unreliable.

3) The Workersd they work.

If you are saved, God will try your works for rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ (1
Cor. 3:12-15)and if you are lost your works will determine how hot the lake of fire will be

for you (Rev. 20:11-15).

Works are not a requirement for salvation or to keep one & salvation (Gal. 2:16; Eph. 2:8 -9;
Titus 3:5; 2 Tim. 2:12 -13). The only work a person can do for salvation is told to us by
Jesus in John 6:28+29. But works are a fruit of being born again (Phil. 2:12; 1 Cor. 9:24-
27; 1 Cor. 15:58; Gal. 5:22-24; Eph. 5:9; Titus 3 :8; Titus 1:16; 2 Tim. 3:17; Titus 2:14; Eph.
2:10).
Al so in Rev. 2:2 we find that He also knows fthy
less inclined to be patient in our prayers and our circumstances. The Bible says that we
as Christians need to be patient and wait on God (Psm. 25:5; Psm. 27:14; Psm. 37:7; Psm.
37:34; Psm. 59:9; Psm. 130:5; Rom. 8:25)
In Rev. 2:2 it also states about the church at Ephesus that fthou canst not bear them which are
evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found
them | i arso. The Bible is very arehoetatoleratelsiat t he c |
in the camp (Matt. 18:15-17; 1 Cor. 5:35; Rom. 16:17; 2Thess. 3:17). The concept being
accepted and taught in many churches today is that we are to just love everyone and not
judge anyone for their actions. This is not a Biblical truth as Christians are commanded to
judge (John 7:24; 1 Cor. 2:15; Heb. 5:14; 1 Thess. 5:22). If the Bible commands us tojudge
those within the church and to make decisions in our lives based on whether something is
good or evil, you can rest assure that judging is a Biblical principle and command. A
person cannot take one verse out of context (Matt. 7:1) while failing to read the rest of the
chapter and failing to compare Scripture with Scripture. We are to try individuals and
their doctrines by filtering them thru the Word of God . If what they are teaching goes
against the Word of God then they are not of God (Gal. 1:6-8; 2 Cor. 11:3-4; Deut. 13:1-4).
This is why the Bible commands us to try the spirits (1 John 4:1) and we are commanded
to know the book (Matt. 22 :29; 2 Tim. 2:15; Eph. 4:14). Not everyone that claims to be of
God is going to tell you the truth (Matt. 24:24; 2 Pet. 2:1 -3).
Rev. 2:3 shows that they were working for fAmy nam
why we see many Christians burn out. They are not working for the Lord but for
themsel ves and f dhil 2% Joldnsl2:43;d FHess2H;e3 Jghn 1:9). We
need to do everything in Jesusd 4lalohm 14(18/doht . 18: 5
14:26; 1 Cor. 5:4) and for the glory of God (2 Pet. 3:18; Col. 1:18). Christians should not
ever quit but keep fighting to the end (Phil. 3:13 -14; Heb. 12:1-3; 1 Tim. 6:12; 2 Tim. 4:7).
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Rev. 2:4 states that Jesusisups et wi t h t he church because they hay
in mind that the church was in the midst of a perverse and Godless society. A church and a

Christian cannot yolk with the world and remain separated for God (John 15:19; 1 John 2:15;

Eph. 5:11; 1 John 2:16). When a church or individual dabbles in sin, they have left their first

love (Psm. 51:12; 2 Tim. 4:10). We are to be separate from the world (2 Cor. 6:17; Heb. 7:26;

1 Pet. 1:16).

Rev. 2:5 shows that God will not tolerate sin and unless a person gets right with the Lord,

he/she will be forced to break fellowship with the church. Notice that God instructs them to

repent . Repentance isndt t aug h tnecessitgihScripturec hur ch a
(Acts 3:19; Acts 8:22; Acts 17:30; Acts 26:20).

There are two kinds of repentance (2 Cor. 7:10):
1) Worldly 8 You are sorry that you got caught.
2) Godlyd You are sorry that you offended a holy God.

Godsaysin Rev. 2.5thatunl ess t hey do repent that He wil/l firen
pl aceo. Notice he doesndt say he wil. remove the
(church). He will move the church completely away from the candle. The Bible is very clear

that the church is to completely abstain from anyone who chooses to remain in sin and have no

fellowship with them (Eph. 5:11; 1 Cor. 5:11; 1 Cor. 5:3-5; Rom. 16:17). People who are

offended and attack the practice of church discipline are Biblically illiterat e. The Bible is very

clear that we cannot allow sin to remain in our presence and it is up to the Pastor with the

support of the leadership to ensure that the sheep are protected (Heb. 13:17; 1 Cor. 5:7).

I n Rev. 2: 6 t hethoBhatedtthe deadsaof tikeNicdlaaasb . i The wor d

ANi col aitand means fito conquer the common peopl eo
people. God says that He hates this. God expects every individual Christian to read and study

their Bibles (2 Tim. 2:15). You cannot set up any man as the final authority but must make the

Word of God your final authority. A true Pastor will encourage his members to read and study

Godds Word. When a fiman of Godo tries to take th
order to make them rely on him and him only God is greatly angered.

Rev.227says fihe that hath and earo. Keep in mind th;
thus are not tuned into the Holy Spirit (John 8:47; 1 John 4:6). Also, the only prayer God will

hear from a sinner is a prayer of repentance, all other prayers are going nowhere (John 9:31).

There are even some Christians that are hard of h

to hear what God has to say (Mark 7:16-18). ltalsosays At o him that overcome
that overcomes? (1 Jn. 5:45; 1 Cor. 15:57; Rom. 8:35-37; John 16:33) The battle is won and if

you are a born again Christian then you have already overcome thru the blood of Jesus Christ.

The tree of life mentioned here is first found in the Garden of Eden in Gen. 3:22 and is later
found in the midst of the street of the new Jerusalem (Rev. 22:2)

17



Rev. 2:811 @Church at @

Rev 2:8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the
last, which was dead, and is alive;

Rev 2:9 | know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and | know the
blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, buiare the synagogue of Satan.

Rev 2:10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall castsome of
you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful
unto death, and | will give thee a crown of life.

Rev 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that
overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

* The church of Smyrna represents approximately from 100 to 312 a.d. in the church age.

* Smyr na me an sassagredrsgice (Ex. 30M§) which had/ito be crushed to
yield its fragrance. It was associated with death and embalming (John 19:39).

Myrrh was obtained by:

1) Cutting an incision into the bark of its trunk and brangh@hrist was wounded and cut
for our sins. (Isa. 53:5; Rom. 4:25; 1 Cor. 15:3; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet19;1Bph. 1:7;
Col. 1:14)

2) The oily sap would ooze from the tree and send forth an aiGhrest's sacrifice released
asweet smellingroma. (2 Cor. 2:15; Ep5:2; Phil. 4:18

3) After oozing from the tree it would drop on wooden stones and selldifyist is the
corner stone for the church of God. (Eph. 2:20; 1 Pet7R:6

* Smyrna is one of two churches mentioned that Jesus does not conddramther is
Philadelphia)

When a Christian is pressed, he/she blossoms for Christ. (Ro#y. 5Gor. 1:4; 2 Cor. 7:4; 1
Thess. 2:180; 2 Cor. 4:910).

In Rev. 2:9 Jesus states He knows their "poverty (but thou art rich)". This word poverty means
theyliterally had nothing. By taking a stand for Jesus Christ and not worshipping the false gods
of the Romans, professing Christians lost their jobs, businesses and social status. They refused
to call Gaesar "Lord" as was required by all Roman citizenbeylwere evergiven a written

certificate stating that they had performed the ritualistic ceremonies requipay spiritual

tribute to Casear each year. The Christians refused to do this and therefore could not produce a
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certificate when it was request of them. Christians were hated because they were not tolerant
and would not accept other religious beliefs.

Also in Rev. 2:9 the Bible states Know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and
are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. There were some in this period who were teaching the
false doctrine that the church had replaced Israel and that God was done dealing with Israel.
There are still those who believe this today. This is a false teaching that leads to many doctrinal
heresies. God is not thru with Israel but will begin dealing with them as a nation again during
the tribulation. ( Rev. 7:4-8; 1 Chron. 16:1317;Gen. 17:7;Zech. 12:911; Joel 2:2732; Isa. 49:6;
Matt. 24:22; Isa. 45:4; Joel 3:2).

Rev. 2:10 says 'Fear none ofthose things which thou shalt suffer". We should fear God not
man. (Acts 5:29; Matt. 20:28; Rom. 8:35-39; 2 Cor. 7:1; Eph. 5:21; Heb. 13:6).

Rev. 2:10 also says ‘and ye shall have tribulation ten days". This is no doubt a reference to the
ten Roman emperors who attempted to wipe out Christianity during this portion of the church
age. They are as follows:

1. Nero--Crucified Christians & fed them to wild beasts. He covered Christians in tar or wax and
used them as human candles to light the city.

2. Domitian --Killed thousands of Christians in Rome. He exiled John to the Isle of Patmos.
3. Trajan--Christianity was outlawed during his reign. He burned Ignatius at the stake.

4. Marcus Aurelius--He tortured and beheaded Christians.

5. Severus-He crucified, beheaded and burned Christians.

6. Maximinius --Put many Christians to death for their faith.

7. Decius-He made it a personal challenge to execute as many Christians as he could find.
8. Valerian--Made it his personal goal to be the one with thetitle of wiping out Christianity.
9. Aurelian--Persecuted believers in every way imaginable.

10. Diocletian--Was responsible for burning as many of the Scriptures as he could locate.

In Rev. 2:10 He challenges the church to "be faithful unto death”. The Lord wants faithful
followers. Many Christians today can't even be faithful to church must less faithful to death.
(1 Cor. 4:2; 1 Cor. 4:17; Eph. 1:1; Eph. 6:21; Col. 1:2; Col. 1:7; 1 Tim. 1:12; 2 Tim. 2:2)
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In Rev. 2:10 he ends by stating He wll give "a crown of life". The Bible teaches that crowns will
be cast at Jesus' feet in Heaven (Rev. 4:10). The Bible teaches that there are five crowns that can
be won:

1) The Crown of Glory-For the faithful pastor. (1 Peter 5:2-4)

2) The Crown of Righteousness-For those who look for the rapture and live a faithful, Godly
life. (2 Tim. 4:8)

3) The Crown of Life--For those who love the Lord and are faithful in testing. (James 1:12)

4) The Crown of Rejoicing--For winning people to Christ. (1 Thess. 2:1920)

5) The Incorruptible Crown --For the believer that subdues his body, keeps it under control, and
finishes his course for the glory of God. (1 Cor. 9:2427)

In Rev. 2:11 the Bible states that those who have overcome $hall not be hurt of the second
death". Who are those that have overcome? Born again believers have escaped (1 John 55).
Born again believers will never have to experience the second death (Rom. 6:23; Rev. 20:14).

@hurch at Pe@

Rev 2:12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the
sharp sword with two edges;

Rev 2:13 | know thy works, and where thou dwellest,evenwhere Satan's seatis: and thou
holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipaswas
my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.

Rev 2:14 But | have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that holthe
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel,
to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.

Rev 2:15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing | hate.

Rev 2:16 Repent; or else | will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the
sword of my mouth.

Rev 2:17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that
overcometh will | give to eat of the hidd en manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the
stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receivethit.

* Per gamos medalhiswagitmeahunch trapnwasdmarried to the world.
* The temple of Aesculapius was found here. Aesculapius was the serpent god of medicine.
This symbol is still used today as the medical symbol.
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* People would come for miles to be placed in a darkened pit with tame snakes. They believed
that if one of the snakes touched them that theyld be healed.

*They gave Aescul apius the title of WAsavioro.
Christian stone cutters refused to carve images of Aesculapius. They were executed for their
stand.

* Interesting that a Pargamenian celtows the emperor Caracalla standing with a spear in hand
before a great serpent twined around a bending sapling. He raises his right hand in the salute that
Hi tl erds Nazi Party brought back during World

The Bible is correct in its statemenathhere is nothing new under the sun. (Eccl. 1:9)

Rev. 2:12 states fAthe sharp sword with two ed
Word of God. (Heb. 4:12) We should always have our spiritual swords ready to do battle with

the evil of the world (Psm. 149:6)We should always be ready to speak the Word of God to
othersboldly (Isa. 49:2; Acts 4:311 Peter 3:19. That is why it is so imperative that we

memorize Scripturan that the Holy Spirit will bring Scripture to the forefront of our minds when

we need it mogtohn 14:26; Luke 12:312; Psm. 119:11).Just as a passing note, this long

spearlike sword is mentioned seven times in the Bible (Luke 2:35; Rev. 1:16t&:12,

19:15,21).

Rev. 2:13 states that Pergamos is where fASat a
again in Scripture as a serpent, dragon etc. (Rev. 12:19; Isa. 27:1; Gen. 3:13) lItis interesting to

note that all of the animal kingdoms aspresented in Heaven except one in the cherubs that
surround GodOo s8;Hzdkrl®ld)e BefoRr&Satah ed 1 7 he was t he fco
cherubo (Ezek. 28:14) . That means there were
covered it. The reptiliakingdom is missing at the throne of God. Why? Because Satan

represented the reptilian kingdom and he was theHerub. Keep this in mind as we look into
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Pergamos being named as where ASatanébés seat i

duringth s ti me peri od. Their worship was direct e
Satanbés desire is to be worshipped andl4)t hi s i
Rev. 2: 13 aAhtipasdo mvdwastmii faithfid mafiyr o . Ob vntippsmad vy A

faithful to Jesus unto death. How many Christians today would be willing to die for what they
believe? (2 Cor. 4:11; 1 Pet. 4:19; Matt. 10:28Hi s name means fiagainst all o.

Rev. 2: 14 themetimat holdthesdocfiine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a

stumbling block before the children of Israelo . We need to go back to this
Testament to truly get the context of this verse. Look up and read Numbers 25:18 & Numbers
31:151 7 . Balaam was hired to put a curse on |srael

how to get the children of Israel to stumble in getting them to sin. The children of Israel sinned
thru fornication and worship of false gods. This is exactly how Satan gets you and this church

sidetracked as wel | . When God has a hedge about
Satan gets you to sin so he can have direct access to you (1 Cor. 5:5yhe Bible also mentions
Aithe way whiBal wamosel |l ing out his prophetic gift

error of Balaamdo which was thinking God would cur
today that sell out all the time for money (1 Peter 5:2; Titus 1:11; 1 Tim. 3:3; 2 Pet. 2:3

I n Rev. 2:15 w e Sofhashtlibu dlsb #memsthateholdethme elatttine &f the

Nicolaitans o . Remember that the church of Smyrna didno
Nicolaitans yet the church at Pergamos did. Emperor Constantine vowed that if he won his

battle with Maxentius that he would co nvert to Christianity. He won the battle and made

Christianity the state religion. He promised everyone that converted to Christianity a white robe

and twenty pieces of gold. People were paidtcc ar ry t he name AChri stiano.
accepted and instituted into the church to please the masses. The following practices were
practiced under t lame wdra cartied ovér © the Thgatira Renod:t y 0

* Prayers for the dead

* Worship of saints and angels

* Mass was instituted

* Mary was worshipped and eventually prayers were directed to her (understand that Mary was
worshipped as Dianna and other female gods before Christianity incorporated this practice)

* Purgatory was introduced.

None of these beliefs wereor are supported by the Word of God. Nicolaitans set up the priestly
class over the people. The people were to follow the rules and regulations set in place by the
church leaders and not question them. God says H hates this!

In Rev. 2:16 we see God commands them to repent. We covered repentance in Rev. 2:5 on page
17.

In Rev. 2:17 we see thawill | give to eat of the hidden mannao . I f you are a born
Christian God wants to feed you the deep things fromHi s Wor d . He doesndt want

e
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the milk but wants you to truly get the meat and hidden nuggets found in the Word of God.
(Dan. 2:22; 1 Cor. 2:10; Psm. 25:14; Isa. 45:3; Heb. 5:14)

Manna fed the children of Israel in the wilderness and is found in Exodus 16:1426. Manna is a
type of Christ and the Word of God. Notice the similarities:

1) It came from Heaven not Egypt (type of the world) (John 6:32-33)
2) Was accessible by everyone (everyone has access to the saving grace of Jesus Christ)
(1 Tim. 4:10; John 1:9)

3) I f it wasndt used,[(Heb.10:2%as trampl ed under foot
4) I't met all of |l sraelds physi(hl4l9eeds (God wi
5) I't was white (pure)élesusHebHn5) st is the sinle

6) It was to be eaten, not placed on the shelf (The Word of God should be consumed daily, not
collecting dust on the shelf) (Heb. 5:12-14; 1 Cor. 3:2)

7) It had to be gathered by [ abo@TmMZHBy have to w
Eccl. 12:12)

8) It was round (eternafRev. 1:8; John 1:1 & 14)
9) It melted in the a.m. (type of the raptuf@hn 9:35; 2 Thess. 2:8) (When Jesus returns at
the end of the tribulation it will be morning again and salvation will have theiiay)
10) It was incomprehensible to man (man cannot understai2dHt. 3:16)
11) It was despised by the mixed multitfdehn 7:7) (Jesus is hated)
12) I't could only be gathered at Godoés appoi
convictionto be born again) (John 6:44)
13) The manna was beaten and baked. (Christ was sacrificed for youtisan$3:5)
14) The manna had never been seen bédoten 1:18; John 14:9; John 6:48) (No man has
seen the Father, but if yoave accepted Jesus you are no longer just a man, you are
His son (1 John 3:2)
15) The manna was gathered individually (you must have a personal relationship with Christ, no
one can accept Himforyuyou have t o) @Rai.1013put t o him
16) It was preserved on the Sabbath. (A picture of Jesus in the tomb not seeing corruption)
(Acts. 2:31)
17) It came on the dew (not under the curse of the d@th) 3:13)

I n Rev. 2 o hind thatvwoeercdmetinwdll | give to eat of the hidden manna, and will
give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he
that receiveth ito . This fiwhite stoneodo urDvRdidMattomome deep B

provides the best insight | have ever studied on this issue:

1) In Greek courts, the judges in a criminal trial gave their verdict by placing in an urn a
whi te or bl ack stone. The white st ohBlJoheihnt you
Rom. 5:1)
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2) The white stone was also given to a slave that was set free. (Rom. 3:24; Gal. 3:13; Col.
1:14)

3) The white stone was also a badge of authority. It gave the bearer of the stone permission
from the father or the master to do business in their name. (Acts 1:8; 2 Cor. 5:20)

4) White stones were also given to victors in the torch race in the Roman and Grecian games.
The white stone gave the victor access to the treasury at any time. (Matt. 5:16; 1 Pet 1:4; Phil.
4:19)

5) Socially, the white stone was a stone of friendship and accorded the possessor the right of
hospitality in the house of the man who offered it. It was a ticket of admission into the house,
the table and family circle. (Matt. 11:28; Matt. 7:7)

6) The stone will have a new name for the believer which is a special secret between Jesus and
you (Isa. 62:2).

Rev. 2:1829 @hurch At T@

Rev 2:18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of
God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass;

Rev 2:19 | know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy
works; and the last to be more than the first.

Rev 2:20 Notwithstanding | have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that
woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to
commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.

Rev 2:21 And | gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.

Rev 2:22 Behold, | will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great
tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.

Rev 2:23 And | will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that | am he
which searcheth the reins and hearts: and | will give unto every one of you according to
your works.

Rev 2:24 But unto you | say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine,
and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; | will put upon you none
other burden.

Rev 2:25 But that which ye have already hold fast till | come.

Rev 2:26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will | give
power ov er the nations:

Rev 2:27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be
broken to shivers: even as | received of my Father.

Rev 2:28 And | will give him the morning star.

Rev 2:29 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

I n Rev. 2:18 we have already discussed that
is the ultimate judge (feet are like fine brass).
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Rev. 2:19 tells us that this church was a working church. Twce the Lord commends them for
their works.

Rev 2:20 s t a tNetwithsfanding | have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that
woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to
commit fornication,andto ea@ t hi ngs sacrificed unto idol so.

This is the only of the seven churches to mention a woman. Notice that she calls herself a
prophetess. The Bible doesné6t shegaledheseélf she Awa
a prophetess. God has never calleda woman pastor in the church age. Women are strictly
forbidden from being the pastor of a church. (1 Tim. 2:12; 1 Tim. 3:2) Notice also that the
church fAsufferesto. That means they were toler
her or the heresyshe was propagating. Some schol ars even teach that
wife. (Now that will preach in the times that we currently live)

AThyatirao means fAcontinual sacrificeo. This is
observance of the mass. Tey state that the wine and the bread become the actual flesh and
blood of Christ when it is consumed. The Bible teaches contrary to this practice. The
Catholic Church makes the Scripture below their foundation for this teaching:

Joh 6:54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and | will raise
him up at the last day.

Joh 6:55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.

Joh 6:56 He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and 1 in him.

Joh 6:57 As the living Father hath sent me, and | live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even
he shall live by me.

Joh 6:58 This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat
manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever.

Joh 6:59 These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum.

Joh 6:60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard
saying; who can hear it?

Joh 6:61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them,
Doth this offend you?

Joh 6:62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before?

Joh 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that | speak
unto you, they are spirit , and they are life.

Jesus makes it perfectly clear in verses 62 & 63 that this is a spiritual statement not a physical
statement. He was not instructing the disciples to actually eat His flesh and drink His blood.
When the disciples questioned this Jesus immediately told them it was spiritual.

Also, there is no continual sacrifice. Jesus Christ paid our sin debt once at Calvary and it is
finished. (Heb 1:3; Heb. 10:12) This practice and belief teaches that Christ isconstantly
being crucified for our sins. This is not the case. Jesus is no longer on the cross, He is risen.

Unfortunately, the Catholic Church has a mixture of Baal worship with Christianity. Listed
below are a few mentioned in the Bible that are still accepted by the Catholic Church today:

1) In 1 Kings 18:28 the priests do penance.
2) In 1 Kings 10:22 they are called fathers and wear vestments (long robes)
3) In Jeremiah Chap 10 they decorate trees on December 28
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4) In Jeremiah 44:17-25 cakesare baked to the queen of heaven. (Mary is called the queen of
heaven)
5) Ezek. 8:14 & 16 show Lent and an Easter sunrise service.
Many of the holidays (used to be called holydays) that we observe are pagan in originEaster,
Christmas, Halloween, Valent i ne6s Day, St . Patrickbds Day etc.)

Remember that Satan has a counterfeit for everything God does.

In order to incorporate the pagans into the Christian religion, the Catholic Church put Christian
covers on pagan beliefs so that the pagans would havan easier transition into the faith. For
instance, the pagans worshipped a god nhamed Tammuzalso known as Nimrod). His
mother was Semiramis and was the queen of Babylon. His birthday was December the 28.
The Catholic Church assimilated this pagan practice with Christianity by making December
25"t he day we celebrate Christds birthday and hon
this process as well. Semiramis and Tammuz are synonymous with Mary and baby Jesus in
the Catholic faith. Notice below the sculpture of Semiramis. She is called the Queen of
Heaven. So is Mary in the Catholic Church.

: é’ ) \ A\
-~ Nimrod
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Semiramis - Queen of Heaven

The picture above was acquired off the
internet and was | abeled f
o

d . Jesuso. Do you see the c
Semiramis - Mother of god RIS Y

I d o mbta dwell ®n the paganism that has intertwined with Christianity. But if you would
|l i ke more information on this subject | would r
Two Babylonso by Al exander Hislop. Hrchliisd a yss &a 3
and Catholic teachings and traces them back to the Babylonian religion.
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| said that Satan has a counterfeit for everything God does. He wants to take as much attention
from Jesus as possible. Let6s terake a | ook at or

O\

Vof

ARSANTA CLAUSO VS

1) Santais eternal 1) Jesus is eternal (Rev. 1:8)

2) Santa lives in the north 2) Jesus lives in the north (Psa. 48:2)

3) Santa wears redothing 3) Jesus has red clothing (Rev. 19:13)

4) Santa has white hair 4) Jesus has white hair (Rev. 1:14)

5) Santa flies around giving gifts 5) Jesus ascended and gave gifts unto men
(Eph. 4:%8)

6) Santa is coming soon 6) Jesus is coming soon (Rev. 22:20)

7) Santa is omniscient 7) Jesus is omniscient (Matt. 9:4;
Prov. 15:3)

8) Santa is omnipresent 8) Jesus is omnipresent (Matt. 18:20)

9) Santa is omnipotent 9) Jesus is omnipotent (Mat. 28:18)

10) Santa has spirit helpers called elves 10) Jesus has angels (Matt. 4:11)
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Rev. 2: 231l swialtleskinlalndher children with deat ho.

Thyatira is during the Dark Ages (5A®00 A.D.) This is exactly when tlisdack Death
(Bubonic Plague) ravaged Europe. It kil

Rev 2:28 s t a tArdd wilfigive him the morning star 0. The morning star mentioned here is
none other than Jesus Christ. (Num. 24:17; 2 Pet. 1:19; Eph. 3:17; Rev. 22:16).

Whil e we wonoet b6 s e ndhthehmhyatiralperiodikwithaatfew other anti-
Biblical beliefs that were instituted during this time period:

593 AD Purgatory introduced (Heb. 9:27; Rev. 22:11; Prov. 10:28; 11:7)

600 AD Prayers directed to Mary (Rev. 19:10; 22:89; Acts 10:25-26; Col. 2:18;
Matt. 12:46-50; 4:10)

607 AD Boniface Ill made the first pope (Matt. 23:9)

709 AD Ki ssing of PopPeAdts10P526)t ( Rev. 19:10;

786 AD Worship of cross, images & relics (Deut. 4:1519; 5:8-9)

850 AD Holy Water invented (John 4:10; 14; 7: 37-38)

995 AD Canonization of dead saints (1 Cor. 1:2, all Christians are saints)

1079 AD Celibacy of the priesthood (1 Tim. 4:13)

1229 AD Bible forbidden to laymen (2 Tim. 2:15)

1229 AD Confession to priests (1 Tim. 2:5)

These are just a few of many. The Catholic Chuch has many good works (hospitals, schools
etc.) yet God makes it cl ear t hWwetmustunderlstans that a
the underlying problem God had with this church is that they tolerated apostasy. We can never
turn a deaf ear or blind eye to heresy and wrong teachings in the church. They must be
addressed and dealt with immediately.

28

ed

22:

few

3

t



Rev 3:1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the
seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; | know thy works, that thou hast a name that
thou livest, and art dead.

Rev 3:2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for | have
not found thy works perfect before God.

Rev 3:3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If
therefore thou shalt not watch, | will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what
hour I will come upon thee.

Rev 3:4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and
they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.

Rev 3:5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and | will not blot out
his name out of the book of life, but | will confess his name before my Father, and before his
angels.

Rev 3:6 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

* This is the church age from approximately 1200-1600 AD
* "Sardis" means "escaping ones"

* This is the beginningof Prot e st anti sméThey protested the Cathol
didn't carry the protests far enoughéThe Ref or me
churches where all citizens are membersé. Many of
to (infant baptism, sacraments, ritual etc.)

Rev. 3:1 states'that thou has a name that thou livest, and art dead".

There are churches all over the world that carry the name of Christ but are dead in practice.
They claim to be alive but are dead. Theymay have lively music but they are dead
spiritually. They look like they are right with the Lord outwardly but inwardly they are not.
(Isa. 29:13; 1 Tim. 5:6; Matt. 15:7-9)

Rev. 3:1 also states These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God,". We know from
Scripture that there is only one true Spirit (Eph. 4:4) but this Spirit has seven branches.
Remember that the Bible always defines itself. See Isaiah 11:B for the listing of these 7
spirits.

Rev. 3:2 states "Be watchful". The problem with most churches is they have become dead by
allowing lost people to join their congregation. Anyone and everyone that walks the aisle is
allowed to join the church without being questioned about their life an d salvation
experience. The Bible warns us to guard our churches from these individuals. (Matt. 13:25
30; Acts 20:28-31; Matt. 7:15) Unfortunately most churches are not on watch but are
sleeping on the job (Isa.56:10).
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Rev. 3:2 states to "strengthenthe things which remain, that are ready to die". How does a
church decline so much as to be at the point of death? Dr. Rod Mattoon has the best litmus
test as an indicator of a dead church:

1) They worship the past or worship men

2) They have a greaer concern with form than with life

3) They have more of a love for tradition than a love for Christ

4) Inflexibility and resistance to change

5) Loss of evangelistic and missionary fervor

6) People unwilling to obey God's leading in their lives

7) The undermining of leadership through gossip, slander, or lack of love.

We cannot allow the church to become an aquarium. We look at all of the fish that were saved
and put them on display for others to see yet do nothing to work towards getting more fish
and purchasing a larger aquarium.

Rev. 3:3 states "Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and
repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, | will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not
know what hour | will come upon thee ."

The problem with many churches is that they at one time had a fundamental preacher who
taught them fundamental doctrines but now they have strayed away from the foundation
that was laid at their church. (Heb. 5:12; Heb. 6:1-3; Prov. 4:18) God expectsthe next
Pastor of FWBT to build upon what Bro. Ray has done here and not to go backwards (1 Cor.
3:9-10; Eph. 2:20-22).

There are many churches that have become dead to the point that they are castaways (1 Cor.
9:27) and have "Ichabod" written above their doors by the Lord (1 Sam. 4:21). When Jesus'
glory departs a church, that church is truly dead. God says in Rev. 3:3 that if a church
refuses to "repent” and "watch" that He will come as a thief. God will take His hand of
blessing off of a churchthat continually violates Scripture.

Rev. 3:4 states "Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments;
and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. "

Even in the deadest of churches one will still find one or two people who are trying to do right.
But eventually, God will even move them when it becomes apparent that the church has no
desire to do anything for the Lord.

Rev. 3:5 states "Rev 3:5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and |
will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but | will confess his name before my
Father, and before his angels."

We have already seen previously in this study that it is the bornagain believer that overcomes.
Notice the statement "and | will not blot out his name out of the book of life". | had always
been told and taught that once you are saved that your name is immediately written in the
book of life. This is not true becauseit assumes that the book of life and the Lamb's book of
life are the same book. They are actually two separate books. My name is already in the
book of life and my name was placed in the Lamb's book of life when | was born again.

* See Rev. 20:1215;Exodus 32:32-33; Phil . 4: 3éGod even states that
of God will lead to a name being removed from the book of life (Rev. 22:19). This book is
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the actual record of your life on earth. A lost person who stands before God is removedor
"blotted out" from this book meaning it is as if they never lived because they didn't accept
Christ. A saved person could be blotted out of this book for tampering with the Word of God
but this would mean that all his rewards would go down the drain as if he never lived as well.
However, the Lamb's book of life is a different story. Once you are saved, your name is
written in the Lamb's book of life for all eternity (Rev. 21:27; Luke 10:20). Lost people do
not ever have their names written in this book (Rev. 13:8).

Rev. 3: 5 also states that He wi | | Afconf3gbkuked hi s n
12:8-9)

The Church At Philadelphia

Rev 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy,
he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and
shutteth, and no man openeth;

Rev 3:8 | know thy works: behold, | have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut
it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

Rev 3:9 Behold, | will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are
not, but do lie; behold, | will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know
that | have loved thee.

Rev 3:10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, | also will keep thee from the hour of
temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try the m that dwell upon the earth.

Rev 3:11 Behold, | come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.

Rev 3:12 Him that overcometh will | make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no
more out: and | will write upon him  the name of my God, and the name of the city of my
God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and | will
write upon him my new name.

Rev 3:13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Phil adel phia means fibrotherly | oveo

This church age existed from 1600-1900 a.d. The King James Bible 1611 comes from this time
period. In 1881 the new versions began and the Lord shut the door on the Philadelphian
church age and we moved into the Laodiean church age.

This church is not rebuked by the Lord but praised. God has nothing negative to say about this
church.

ABrotherly |l oved is mentioned six times before Re
occurrence of this title. Seven is the number of completion/perfection in the Bible.

Rev. 3:7 states AThese things saith he that is ho
Because He is holy. (Lev. 11:44) While Jesus was on earth He was still holy. (1 Pet. 2:2P;
1 John 3:5; 2 Cor. 5:21;Luke 23:4)

Rev. 3:7 st at e druthtaeonly edound in Sesus Chuist who cannot lie. (John
14:6; Titus 1:2; Psm. 19:9; Psm. 119:160; Rom. 3:4; 1 John 5:20)
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As the Aholy oneodo God is right i nhtilHisconduttar act er .
When your character is right your conduct will be right.

Rev. 3:7 states 0he ,thetlatopdmeth dnd no man sHuteth; andf Davi d
shutteth, and no man openeth;0 I'n | sa. 22: 22 we findvanthat t he
Eliakim access to the royal treasury at any time. Jesus is the heir of the throne of David.

This key represents His authority.

Dr. Rod Mattoon provides an excellent breakdown on the doors of the Lord:

1) He holds the key to the door of salvaton (John 10:1,2,7 & 9)

2) He holds the key to the door of service (1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 2:12)

3) He holds the key to the door of safety (1 Thess. 1:10; 1 Thess. 5:9; Rom. 5:9)

4) He holds the key to the door of sentiment. (Acts 16:14; Prov. 21:1)

5) Christ holds the key to the door of the Scriptures (Luke 24:32; Psm. 119:18)
(By the way, the reason God doesnodot give some pe
does others is because they donét &dHWIPsmeve His W
71:1; 2 Thess. 2:1012;Isa. 44:17-18; Dan. 9:13; Isa. 66:3,4 & 5;Psm. 119:97100; Prov. 2:1-5)

6) Christ holds the key to the treasures of Heaven. (Mal. 3:10)

Rev 3:8 s t a tl lmew thy works: behold, | have set before thee an open door,and no man can
shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. 0

Keep in mind that God also opened the door during this time period for the Word of God to go
out thru the King James Bible thus resulting in man y widespread revivals around the world.
This was the greatest time in history for the propagation of the Gospel.

This church kept His word and did not deny His name. (Rom. 10:11) God will open many doors
for churches and individuals who keep HsWordand dondét deny Hi s name. [
Psm. 119:158; Psm. 25:20; Psm. 31:1Psm. 119:46; Psm. 119:30)

Rev 3:9 s t a tBeheld, Ifwill make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews,
and are not, but do lie; behold, | will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to
know that | have loved thee.0

We have already covered this previously in our study that there were some who were stating that
the church had replaced | srael. This just isnot
Rev. 2:9 for an explanation of this.

Rev 3:10 statesfBecause thou hast kept the word of my patience, | also will keep thee from the
hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the
eartho. Thi s cthatthey Wwould ot bp takemtd tkeehdur of temptation.

This is a type of the rapture of the church. We as church age believers will not have to enter
the great tribulation. (1 Thess. 5:8-9; Rom. 5:8-9) PRAISE GOD!

Rev 3:11s t a Behesld, licome quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy
crowno0. This implies that we can lose rewards by our actions. (2 John 8; Matt. 5:19; Num.
6:12; 1 Cor. 3:15)
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Rev 3:12s t a tHienghatidvercometh will | make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall
go no more out: and | will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of
my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and| will
write upon him my new nameo .

We have already discussed in previous sessions that it is the Christian that overcometh
(Commentary from Rev. 2:7 on page 17). We also discussed the hew name that we will
receive as well (Commentary from Rev. 2:17 on page3).

There is not much commentary on the statement Awi
and he shall go no more outo. I |l ean towards ¢t
Afgo ye into all the worl do ( Mssavkdaddéenjdy5) . Whi | e
propagating the Gospel, it is stildl a tiresome t

to go out anymore. Our race will be complete and we can be in perfect res{2 Tim. 4:7; Heb
12:1; Heb. 4:10) A pillar is permanent and standswhen all else has fallen. This implies that
we are forever in Heaven with our Saviour never to work again.

The Church At Lao@

Rev 3:14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the
Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;

Rev 3:15 | know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: | would thou wert cold or hot.

Rev 3:16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of
my mouth.
Rev 3:17 Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing;
and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:
Rev 3:18 | counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.

Rev 3:19 As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

Rev 3:20 Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door,
| will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

Rev 3:21 To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with me in my throne, even as | also
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.

Rev 3:22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

* God had nothing good to say about thechurch of Laodicea

* Laodicea means Athe rights of the peopledoé. Tha
people complaining about their rights. Even the
feels fAviolatedo i fusdiohsdortesacione Thieigtteetchurechethatne per ¢
longer follows spiritual leaders or the authority of the Word of God. It is solely democratic
and popular opinion overrules the Pastor and the Word of God. (Heb. 13:7,17)

* Laodicea was a very wedhy city. It poured its money into large stadiums, shopping centers,
theaters & public baths. America today pours its finances into things that are temporal and
not eternal. We see new sports arenas, new shopping centers (Walmart), elaborate movie
theaters etc. It should also be noted that the public baths were places where homosexuality
was prevalent. Laodicea became rich and opened its arms up to the homosexual community.
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| find it interesting that Laodicea was destroyed by the Moslems in the dark ages. God will

use evil to bring down those that turn their backs on Him. (Jer. 49:37; Ezek. 5:17; Jer. 17:4;

Jer. 34:20,; Ezek. 39:23) Dondét think for one mi
enemies. (Isa. 40:17)

Rev 3:14 s t a tAmdantdi he angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith
the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; i

Notice first that God addresses this church as nt
is His church. They have left God out of the equation and He has pulled His influence away
from the church. (1 Sam. 4:21; 2 Tim. 3:5; Matt. 15:8; Ezek. 33:31; Acts 8:21; Hos. 5:4; 1
John 2:3-4; Hos. 9:12) There are many churches today just going thru the motionsand God
is no where near their services.

Alsoinversel14 we see fAThese thiThgs woaidt i AmMeeoAme=ans. it
Aiso behiig 6i s why we say famendo to good doctrinal

are sayinglhfisso ilse tihteo.only place in Scripture wh
title. We discussed earlier in this study that
This verse also states fAthe faithful andJesus ue wi't

Christ is faithful to this church even though they are not faithful to Him.  Jesus is the creator
of all things. (John 1:3 & 10; Psm. 33:6; Isa. 45:18; Eph. 3:19; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:1Q2; Heb.
3:4)

Rev 3:15 | know thy works, that thou art neith er cold nor hot: | would thou wert cold or hot.
Rev 3:16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, | will spue thee out of

my mouth.
The word fAispueodo |Iiterally means to fimake one sick
church makes God sick. This church is right in

Compare this church to t-8aVhéncChridté taken autoftihet ude i n €
equation then a church becomes lukewarm and eventually frozen. If you are gparated from
the vine you cannot be nourished. (John 15:5)

What God is saying here is that he wished they were cold because if they were cold they would
realize that they need to get in the heat. Peor
haveapr ob |l e m. People who are |l ukewarm get just er
know that they need Christ.

Rev 3:17 Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing;
and knowest not that thou art wretched, and mi serable, and poor, and blind, and naked:

Rev 3:18 1 counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.

This church felt that because they had a large bank account that they were right with the Lord.
The Lord sets them straight and |l ets them know t
spirituality. (1 Tim. 6:10; James 5:3; Isa. 56:11; Jer. 5:28; Jer. 5:27;Ezek. 13:19) This
church is spiritually bankrupt! (Isa. 56:10; Isa. 59:10; Rom. 2:17-20; 1Peter 5:1-9; Mark
8:36; Psm. 49:6-8; Psm. 52:7; Prov. 23:5; Psm. 62:10; Ezek. 28:4) The truth is that when
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individuals and entities are economically/financially sound, they tend to forget God. (Deut
8:10-14)

God gives them counsel in verse 18 to turn back to Him to regain their spiritual wealth. (Isa.
55:1; Isa. 52:11; 1 Cor. 3:12Prov. 10:22: Prov. 28:22; James 5:15) Read 1 Pet. 1:7. God
makesitclearthat your money in the bank is worthless if
many churches rely on their bank account instead of relying on God. God tells them to put

on His righteousness (white raiment) and abandon their own. (Isa. 64:6; Rom. 13:14; Eph.
4:24)

God finally commands them to fAanoint thine eyes w
church without vision will perish. (Prov. 29:18; Rom. 10:13 -15)

Examples of the present day church structure:

1) Fundamentalsimd Correct doctrinally and fai thful yet cold hearted and cruel. No charity. If
you donot fit in 100% with them then you are an
Will argue and fight over points in Scripture that have no bearing on eternal matters.

2) Exclusivisméia Trut h will die with uso. Teach total serg
world that teaches no contact whatsoever is to be made with the lost.

3) Ritualism d Have a set and prearranged ritual and liturgy that is followed from year to year.
Never deviate from the program.

4) Rationalismd They come to terms with the atheist, evolutionist and communist. Worship
what you want to, but | etds just be rational abc

5) Socialismd A social gospelthat is extremely active in social issues and political issues. More
time is spent fighting the system than spreading the Gospel.

6) Occultismd Always looking for a new touch from the spirit world. They look for healings,

tongues, voices & visions. Al of the attention is placed on experience instead of the Word of
God.

7) EcumenicalismoBel i eve a worl d super church is the answ
submerge and suppress doctrinal differences at the expense of truth and the endorsement of
error . Dondét offend anyone and be tolerant of ev

8) Materialism & Money is the solution for all problems. The solution to every problem in the
church is to pour more money in and hire more professional people. This church prides
itself on havingthefiel i t eo of the community on their churc

Our church needs to be on guard to ensure that we never become like the eight
types of churches listed above.

Rev 3:19 As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.
God rebukes and chastens His own children. If you sin, then God is going to deal with you as a

rebellious child. He will literally spank you if you get out of line. (Heb. 12:6 -7; Prov. 13:24;
Prov. 3:12) The reason many times people in sin seem to get away th so much is because
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Rev 3:20 Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, |
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

Many use this verse in the context of dealing with someone about salvation. While it is true that
God knocks on our hearts door and that if we open the door to Him He will come in, there is
a deeper contextual meaning implied here. Jesus is on the outside of this church trying to
getin. All of the programs, events, music, preaching and worship hawe excluded the Lord
and left Him on the outside trying to get in. The church of today will be ripe picking for the
antichrist because they can no longer handle Biblical Christianity based on sound doctrine (2
Thess. 2:3; 1 Tim. 1:10; 2 Tim. 3:13; 2 Tim. 4:3 & 4; Luke 18:8).

Rev 3:21 To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with me in my throne, even as | also
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.

Those that earn eternal rewards on earth will be allowed to reign with Christ in the millennium.
(2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 5:10; Rev. 20:6)

This excerpt from Dr. Rod Mattoondés book on Revel

I love thy church, O God; Her walls before me stand,;

But please excuse my absence, Lord; This bed is simply grand

A charge to keep | have; a God to glorify;

ButLord, dondét ask for cash from me; The glory comes t
Am | a soldier of the cross, a follower of the Lamb?

Yes! Though seldom pray or pay, I still insist | am.

Must Jesus bear the cross alone, and all the world go free?

No! Others, Lord, should do their part, b u t pl ease donot count on me
Praise God from who all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below!

O, loud my hymns of praise lbring, because it doésnébét cost to sing
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John Taken To Heaven

Rev 4:1 After this | looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice
which | heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither,
and | will shew thee things which must be hereafter .

Rev 4:2 And immediately | was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one
sat on the throne.

Revelation4:1-:2 i s a type of the rapture
rapt

f the church.
Latin word 0 usseoi zweh ibcyh fnoeracnes. of t

0]

it o

The Bible is very clear that the church will not go thru the tribulation. We find this in Rev. 3:10,
1 Thess. 5:9, 1 Thess. 1:10 & Romans 5:9.

There are several Biblical reasons thatl believe this Scripture is a direct reference to the rapture
of the church:

1) John is a type of the bride of Christ. John speaks of Christ as the Son of God in the book of
John. (John 21:20; John 13:1; John 13:23) Why does John keep referring to himself as the
disciple that Jesus loved when he loveal them all? Here's a deep nugget. When John was
lying on Jesus' breast it was a huge statement. Where did Adam's wife Eve come from? The
answer is his rib (Gen. 2:21-22). Eve is a type of the bride of Christ. Christ loved the church
in a special way(Eph. 5:25). See John 2:22 where after Peter asks what John will do Jesus
tells him "If I will that he tarry till | come". He is referring to John but who is going to tar ry
till He comes? The answer is the church. Was this an error on Jesus' part wherHe said
John would tarry until He came? No, because John saw the coming of the Lord in the book
of Revelation. He wrote it down and then he died later. This prophecy by Jesus Christ was
fulfilled.

2) Due to the fact the Bible teaches the church wil escape the wrath of the tribulation, this is the
perfect placement for the rapture of the church
hitherdo he sees the throne of God in chapters 4
6.

3) Inchapters6-18 t hat cover the tribulation the church i
mentioned 16 times up until the tribulation begins and then no more mention of the church.

4) When comparing 1 Thessalonians 4:1318 to Rev. 4:1 one realizes they describéhe same
event.

I'n Rev. 4:2 John tells us that he is Ai mmediately
tells us about the rapture of the church in 1 Cor. 15:5152. We also find this truth in 1 Thess.
4:16-17. Keep in mind that the Lord doesnot set foot on earth at the time of the rapture. We
are being called up to Him. This is not the same event as the 2 advent that will be

di scussed | ater in this study. We wi | | be fAsnat
unexpectedly (1Thess.5:2). The Holy Spirit is also removed at this time as well (2 Thess.
2:7-8).

We are ambassadors of Christ (2 Cor. 5:20). Whenever a country goes to war it immediately
pulls its ambassadors out of the country it is going to war with. This is exactly what Jesus is

e
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going to do with us. Also, how can the Christian have hope (Titus 2:13) and comfort (1
Thess. 4:18) knowing we are going into the great tribulation?

SOME SIGNS OF THE LAST DAYS BEFORE THE CHURCH IS RAPTURED OUT

People claiming to beChrist who are not. (Matt. 24:23 -24)
Fighting and Wars (Matt. 24:6 -7)
Famines (Matt. 24:7)
Fatal Pestilences & Plagues (Matt. 24:7)
The founding and rebirth of Israel in 1948 (Isa. 66:8; Ezek. 37:1114)
Hebrew language restored (Zeph.3:9)
The return of the Jews to Israel (Zeph. 3:10, Isa. 43:6)
The Cities of Israel (lsa. 44:26)é3 would nc
Restoration of the forests & land (Isa. 27:6; Isa. 41:1920)
The vulture population in Israel (Ezek. 39:4, Ezek. 39:17-18)
. World problems surrounding Israel (Zech. 12:1-3)
6. Earthquakes (Matt. 24:7)
7. Falling Away (2 Thess. 2:13)
8. Foulness and Godless lifestyles (2 Tim. 3:16)
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Isa 57:1refers to the fact that a catastrophic event will be use to try and explain away the rapture
of the church. The Lord will send a strong delusion to those who have rejected Him so that
they will believe a lie over the truth of the rapture (2 Thess. 2:11). See also Micah 7:14 &
Zephaniah 2: 3. The word fAperishedo in Micah mee

There are several types of the rapture found in Scripture:

1) Enoch went to Heaven without dying. (Gen. 5:24)
2) Lot was taken dawts fwhytfhorcoad db d fad#1® o®o Sod o m.
3) Elijah was taken up by a chariot of fire. (2 Kings 2:11)

Rev. 4:2 states that "l was in the spirit". This is where charismatics get messed up. John wasn't
talking about the Holy Spirit or Christ in him. He was speaking of being transformed from a
physical being to a spiritual one. Charismatics will tell you that unless you speak in tongues
you are not "in the spirit". This is not what John is speaking of here. God translated Him
into the spirit when he caught him up to Heaven. This again is a type of the rapture as we
will be translated and changed immediately as well before going to Heaven.

Rev. 4:2 states'like a jasper and a sardine stone". The jasper is a red stone and the sardine is a
green one. What are the colors of Christmas? The answer is red & green. It also states
"there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald”. This rainbow is
completely circular around the throne.

The Throne Room Of God

Rev 4:3 And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: andhere was a
rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.

Rev 4:4 And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats | saw four
and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of
gold.
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Rev 4:5 And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: andthere were
seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.

Rev 4:6 And before the thronethere was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the
throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind.

Rev 4:7 And the first beastwas like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast
had a face as a man, and the fourth beastvas like a flying eagle.

Rev 4:8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings abouhim; and they were full of eyes
within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which
was, and is, and is to come.

Rev 4:9 And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne,
who liveth for ever and ever,

Rev 4:10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship
him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

Rev 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created
all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.

In Rev. 4:4 we find 24 elders "sitting, clothed in white rainment, and they had on their heads
crowns of gold. " This is likely a reference to the 24 groups of Levitical priests found in 1
Chronicles chapter 24. We are a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9Rev. 1:6; Rev. 5:10. These 24
have obviously been rewarded with crowns and allowed to sit around the throne of God.
Whoever these 24 people are it is evident that they have been greatly rewarded by the Lord
revealing that they served Him greatly while on earth. The word crown mentioned here
comes from the Greek word "stephanos" and that is the word for the victor's crown. These
could represent the royal priesthood of believers. The Bible teaches that the Tabernacle and

the Temple were fipatterns of things in the

priests into twenty -four courses (1 Chron. 24:34). They were types of a reality that is in
Heaven. Some believe this is the twenty four elders represented as a type in the Old
Testament. Also read Rev. 5:89 where they state they are redeemed by the blood of the
Lamb. Angels have not been redeemed by Jass Christ so there is a very high possibility
that the 24 elders do represent a group of people or individuals that have been saved by
Jesus Christ.

In Rev. 4:5 we see "lightnings and thundering and voices" coming from the throne of God. ltis
apparent that God's judgment is about to fall on this earth. This is similar to the scene
described in Exodus 19:16 when the law was given. God is about to "lay down the law" on
this planet and its leaders.

We have already discussed the seven Spirits of God fand in Rev. 4:5 and that they are described
in detail in Isaiah 11:2-3.

Rev . 4 : éndsdfoeetthe thron@ there was a sea of glass like unto crystab . John
el aborate on this fAsea of glassodo andis.tOmer e

explanation is found in the Old Testament (See 1 Chron. 18:8, 1 Kings 7:23 & 2 Chron. 4:2).
The temple was a type of the Heavenly temple in Heaven. Everything God had the children
of Israel build on earth was a man made replica of what was already in Heaven. In these
verses we find that a fisea of brasso was
us what the fisea of glasso i s. We do fin
new Heaven and new earth are createdtat t here i s fino more se

bui
d i

ao.

this refers to water masses on earth. But t

in Heaven as there will be a new Heaven as well. The reason this could be true is because
anything Satan has had contact with is tainted. Remember that Satan is still allowed to
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access the throne of God and that woul d mean t he
bef ore Godds t hrltewould be(s@iccand fribzerbaccbrdireg)o.Job 38:30 & Job

37. 18. Notice Job 37:18 calls it imol tend and t}
onearth. Psalm 75: 6 & 7 makes it clear that the | oca

There are 4 beasts mentioned in Rev. 4:6. Notice that every animal kingdom is represented
except for one. You have thewild beasts (lion), domestic animals (calf), human (man) &
fowl (eagle). The reptilian kingdom is not represented. It is because the cherubs originally
consisted of five and now is down to four. That is due to the fact one of them fell due to sin.
SeeEzek. 28:12-18. The Devil is not an angel. He is a fallen cherub. The Devil was the
covering cherub that represented the reptilian class in Heaven.

Some teach that these four also representhe four Gospels as Dr. Mattoon notates:

Matthew & Depicts Christ as King of Kings (the lion, king of the beasts)

MarkdoDepi cts Christ as the Suffering Servant (the ¢
also fall under this category.

Luked Depicts Christ as the Son of Man (the man)

Johnd Depicts Christ as the Son of God (the eagle, creature of the heavens)

Another interesting note that Dr. Mattoon makes are the banners that the 12 tribes of Israel
camped under (Num. 2:2):

Reubend symbolized by a man.

Dand symbolized by an eagle
Ephraim 8 symbolized by the calf or ox
Judahd symbolized by the lion

Rev . 4 : 8olysholg hotysLordi God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.0

This is a direct reference to the Trinity (God the Father, God the Son &God the Holy Spirit).
You have 3Yseat hawkt Bdads. Aholyd for each member of
attributed to the FahiahightyototheGlolylSpiritt D WHeshswaad anoc
i s, and is to comeod canoftheGodheadr i buted to any mer

Rev. 4:9 shows that thetwenty four elders cast their crowns before the throne. This is where we
get our belief that when we receive our crowns as rewards that we will do the same.Some
teach that they represent the church while others teach that they represent the Old & New
Testament saints. Regardless of who they representthey cast theircronnsat Jessps d f eet
why woul dndét we as well ?

Rev. 4:11 states Afor thy pleasureo. Why are we
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Rev 5:1 And | saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on
the backside, sealed with seven seals.

This could be the King James Bible or the book of Revelation itself. The old Oxford King James
Bible had a seven seal insignia on it consisting of four dashes and three dots to the left of the
book. Also, notice that it has 3 crowns (Father, Son & Holy Spirit).

DOMI|MINA
NVS|TIO
LLV | MEA

AEAL

Notice that there are 4 out and 3 in.

There are 4000 years before Christ and 3,000 after (2,000 church age and 1,000 millennial
reign)
There are 4 churches listed in chapter 2 of Revelation and 3 in chapter 3.

This book could also be the title deed to creation (See Dan. 7:14) which was given to Adam, k&t
to Satan, and is to be reclaimed by Christ. One needs to look to the Jewish system of land
owning to get the full picture her e. (Jer. 32:6-15; Lev. 25:2325) Satan is the ruler of this
world at this time (John 12:31; John 14:30; John 16:11; 2 Cor. 4:4)

In Roman times, when the seals were broken on these scrolls it required a minimum of three
witnesses to be present. (Father, Son & Holy Ghost)

Some believethat God gave Ezekiel a glimpse of this book in Ezek. 2:910.

Worthy Is The Lamb

Rev 5:2 And | saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the
book, and to loose the seals thereof?

Rev 5:3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book,
neither to look thereon.

Rev 5:4 And | wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book,
neither to look thereon.

Rev 5:5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the
Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.
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Rev 5:6 And | beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst
of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which
are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.

Rev 5:7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne.

These verses prove that the Lord can manifest Himself in many forms simultaneously. He is on
the throne, He is the lamb and then He takes the book from Himself. In Rev. 5:6 he has seven
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God yet we find thiathe lamps are the seven
Spirits of God in chap 4 verse 5. We cannot put limits on God that are placed on humanity. He
is omnipresent.

Notice that God looked in Heaven (the dwelling place of God), in earth (the dwelling place of
man) and under the earth (the underworld of the dead) and no one was found worthy.

Why is no man dAwort hyol2jlsa. 6R% Wo ondis wbrthy to pBothm. 3 : 1 0
book. The reason being is that only one person meets the qualification of the redeemer:

1) He mug be a kinsman. (Lev. 25:25; 48-49; Ruth 3:12-13; Heb. 2:1415)
2) He must be able to redeem. (Ruth 4:4-6; Jer 50:34; Jn. 10:11 & 18)

3) He must be willing to redeem. (Ruth 4:6; Jn. 10:18; Phil. 2:5-8)

4) He must not need redemption himself. (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 2:24)

5) He must pay the debt in full. (1 Pet. 1:1819; Gal. 3:13)

Only Jesus Christ is worthy to open this book. Verse 5 tells us that He has prevailed to open the
book. (Job 33:24)

Rev. 5.7 states He had seven horns and seven eyes. Hormepresent power in Scripture (Hab.
3:4) These verses show that the Lamb is omniscient i s e v e n all&nowirsg)) gmnipotent
(A s e v en dipowerfal)éand omnipresent(fi s e v en s @liplaces). s 0,

Rev 5:8-14 A Song To The Lamb

Rev 5:8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and fourand twenty elders fell down
before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are
the prayers of saints.

Rev 5:9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art wvrthy to take the book, and to open the
seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;

Rev 5:10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign onthe earth.

Rev 5:11And | beheld, and | heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the
beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands;

Rev 5:12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

Rev 5:13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such
as are in the sea, and all that ae in them, heard | saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory,
and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

Rev 5:14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the fourand twenty elders fell down and
worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.
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Rev. 5:8 shows that incense is a type of the prayer of the saint§Psm. 141:2; Mal. 1:11; Luke
1:10). God saves the prayers and tears of the saints (Psm. 56:8; Mal. 3:16)lt is better to fall
down before the Lamb now than later (Phil. 2:9-11).

Rev. 5:9 states Athey sung a new song?o. Notice t
Christian song:

1) It is to exalt Jesus Christ and Him al one. (
2) It is to be evangel iwasalhinahdhbsoradeemddisto Godlsyp e | ) .
thy bl oodd) **1t is interesting to note that tF
3) It is to be evangelistic (spread the Gospel).
(ancestry), tongue (language ) , peopl e (race), and nation (count
4) It is to be encouraging. (Aand has made us u
5) It is to be a song of expectation and doctrin

Rev. 5:10 proves that the millennial reign will take place on earth not in Heaven. (See Rev.
20:6). Satan will be bound during this time. ( Rev. 20:2-3). He will be loosed after the 1,000
and defeated once and for all by Jesus Christ. (Rev. 20:710) We will discuss the millennial
reign in greater detail when we reach Rev. 20:6.

Rev. 5:11 shows there are 100 million saved people praising the Lord.

Rev. 5:12 shows that Jesus finally gets everythingatthe®advent that He didndét r
first advent. (power, riches, wisdom, strength, honour, glory & blessing)

We as Christians should be giving Him these thing

1) powedi n our | ives, the church & the worl déDoes he
2) richesd does God control your giving?
3) wisdomd does God control your mind?
4) strengthd do you rely on God to uphold you and give you the power to witness and go
forward for Him?
5) honord is God honored by your every action, word & deed.
6) gloryd does everything you do bring glory to God or glory to you?
7) blessingd does your life and speech bring blessing to God or cursing?

Rev. 5:13 states that evercertain animals are going to praise the Lord at this time.
Candét happen? -288lekeduin. 22: 27
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Rev. 6:1-8 The Seals & The 4 Horsemen
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We now leave the throne room of God after the rapture of the church and John begins to
describe what is about to transpire on earth after the rapture. Revelations Chap 6 actually
gives us an overview of the entire tribulation from the treaty signed by the antichrist with
Israel to the end of the antichristbds reign. The
accounts of the tribulation just as the New Testament gives us 4 accounts of the Gospel.
There are 4 accounts of the first advent of Jesus and 4 accounts of the 2 advent found in
Revelation.

Dr. M.H. Tabb states that are 3 views as to the order of the events in Revelation:

1) Successivé the seals, trumpets, and vials follow each other in chronological order.
2) Paralleld the seals, trumpets, and vials aredifferent accounts of the same time period.
3) Concurrentd the seals, trumpets, and vials overlap each other to some degree.

The correct position in viewing the book of Revelation is the concurrent viewpoint. All of the
seals, trumpets, and vials overlapeach other to some degree.

Jesus Himself told of this time in Matthew 24:4 -31 and parallels the book of Revelation in the
following order:

1) war (Matt. 24:6-7; Rev. 6:3-4)
2) famine (Matt. 24:7; Rev. 6:5-6)
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